Brief Summary on the Chakma-Hajong people and the latest happenings which includes articles/sources taken from national newspapers of India/ideas taken from various field of experienced experts who have been leading the revolution for decades to decades. 


M-Pen Land Dispute Case

In the last few months, the situation in M-pen village at Miao circle in Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh had been tense ahead of the hearing scheduled at Itanagar ( The capital city of Arunachal Pradesh) Permanent Bench of the Guwahati High Court on 21 November 2012. The Court heard the M-pen land dispute case between the Chakma and Singpho communities. However, the hearing was postponed and the Court directed the district administration not take any coercive measures against the petitioners (Chakmas). In other words, this implies that "status quo" has to be maintained.
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	A group of Singphos arrived the disputed village in a truck.


In the meanwhile, however, the Singpho communities in a view to take possession of the disputed land constructed houses in and around the houses of the Chakmas at the disputed area in the last few days. There was no report of any clashes between the two groups unlike in 2010 but the Singpho people in groups visited the M-Pen village with trucks armed with daos (swords) and constructed houses. There have been reports of KNLA (Kachin National Liberation Army, Kachin State, Myanmar) cadres involved in firing at the innocent Chakma people residing in the vicinity of the disputed land. They came to help the Sinphos which the local village states that they were armed with assault rifles upon request by Ms. Thuing Sinpho. The Singphos who converted themselves to Buddhism after coming to India are called as Zinphos in Kachin state of Myanmar who are are fighting against the Myanmar government for a free state. 
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	House construction underway.


Reportedly, the district and local administrator remained mute spectators as the houses were being constructed in the disputed area. No police/security personnel were reportedly provided despite request by the Chakmas. This shows the utter failure of the district and local administration to honour the Court’s order.
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	Houses built nearby a Chakma house


The Chakmas and Singpho communities are at loggerhead over the M-Pen land for quite some time. In 2010, clashes broke out between the two communities when the Singpho community tried to forcibly take possession of the land. Many were left injured from both sides. Both sides claim that the land belongs to them. The Singphos claimed that the land measuring about 60 acres belongs to one Mrs. Thuing Singpho, a big sort as she had a Land Possession Certificate (LPC) issued by the District administration. However, the Chakmas dispute this. They claim that they have been living in the area since long and they are being forced to leave the area. They even dispute the LPC issued to her.

	[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-4uAfyeBFIz4/UKvaIi1qaQI/AAAAAAAAAIM/LvR6NM423cY/s320/11.JPG]

	Construction of another house near a Chakma house in progress.


Expressing his view in the M-Pen land dispute case, David Chakma in his blog (davidchakma.blogspot.in) alleged that it is easy for those who have the backing of political leadership and the bureaucracy to get Land Possession Certificates (LPCs) anytime.


As per information available in the website of the Changlang District, (http://changlang.nic.in/download.html) one can apply for LPC by giving the description of the land for which possession certificate is applied along with supporting documents which includes certificate from the Forest Department, certificate from village council/village headman/ Vice President of Anchal Samity and sketch map of the land in triplicate (not to scale) duly countersigned by the village authority.

The above information suggests that the view expressed by David Chakma cannot be ruled out considering that Ms Thuing Singpho on whose name the LPC was issued by the district administration is close to the political leadership of the state. She is among the richest persons in Miao area and the  extent of influence she has over the local administration is immense. 

Some alleged that there was never any Singpho village in and around the disputed area, therefore question the certificate issued by the village headman/council. This is a valid point raised considering that only the village headman of a particular village who has the knowledge of the land can issue such certificate. Therefore, if the claim of non-existence of any Singpho village in the disputed area is true than someone from other area cannot claim LPC in a different area. It is also alleged that the houses have been built in urgency recently even without waiting for the Court's verdict is to show that the Singphos have been living there since long. 

Further, it is alleged that Ms Thuing Singpho has donated the disputed land to a Singpho Society. The question is can she donate the land in the event of the case being "subjudiced."
At this juncture it is not known who is speaking is truth. Whatever be the status of the land, the case is subjudice and the Court only will determine the status of the land in question. At the same time it is unfortunate that the district administration failed to honour the Court’s order. 


Introduction of the Chakmas       
The Chakmas are simple, innocent and peace-loving community, Buddhists by religion having their own way of life, language, values and culture. In the undivided India they have inhabited mainly in two locations one, the Chittagong Hills Tracts (CHT) of erstwhile Bengal (now Bangladesh) and the other Tripura and Mizoram which were then in Assam of India.  Out of which CHT comprised the majority of the Chakmas. But later during Partition of India in 1947, CHT fell in East Pakistan whereas Tripura and Mizoram remained with India. As a result, only minority of Chakmas fell with India. As CHT comprised 98% Buddhists the Chakmas wanted to merge with India as they should be because India was divided on religious basis. They even hoisted Indian National Flag, gave delegation to Delhi however, CHT was given to Pakistan against their wills. To add to the injustice, they were not given an opportunity of referendum to prefer the country. They are the unfortunate victims of partition of India in 1947 and became the refugees in their own land.

Background of the Problem
In 1964, some 30,000 Chakmas and Hajongs migrated to India due to persistent religious persecutions and in the wake of displacement caused by the Kaptai Hydro-Electric Project that submerged their arable land. They migrated with valid migration certificates and were settled in Arunachal Pradesh, the then Assam under a "Definite Plan of Rehabilitation ".  At that time India received them very humanly and did everything to make up their shattered life such as land, employment etc.  The Government of India also assured them that they would be granted Indian Citizenship at their initial migration. From 1964 to 1979, they stayed as Indians only but from 1980 the Government of Arunachal Pradesh started repression and oppression, deprived them of their originally granted privileges such as land ownership, employment, trade and commerce, education and health-care facilities.  There have been also atrocities committed to them by the local populace and State police.  The State Government vide its letter no POL-21/80 dated 29th September 1980 banned Public Employment for the Chakmas and Hajongs in the State. 

Employment
The Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh are denied government service. In a letter addressed to all the Deputy Commissioners and State authorities, the government of Arunachal Pradesh gave an open direction that Chakmas and Hajongs be not recruited to any government service. Those who were there already or got before Arunachal Pradesh become a state, were arbitrarily terminated in or after 1994.  As a result of which number of educated youths are leading their life by dry land farming wasting their talents and energies.
Communication
The Chakma inhabited areas are not well connected by roads as a result of which the villagers do get due prices for their agricultural products. The Government has been spending Crores of rupees on development but the Chakma areas remain untouched and isolated.     
Trade and Commerce:
In Arunachal Pradesh, permit or license for trade and commerce is out of question for the Chakmas.  They are denied licenses to run even small-scale industries/pity businesses.  Trading license granted to the Chakmas prior to 1975 (during Union Territory status) are being cancelled and thereby petty shopkeepers are being ruined.  They even do not get suitable prices for their hard earned agricultural products.  They are also denied the grant of any contract works or any other vocations involving economic pursuits.
Agricultural Land
Of the total population of the Chakmas, only one half are seeking out their subsistence living from the land allotted to them by the Ministryof Rehabilitation. The remaining population has been settled in areas unfit for cultivation and habitation. Again, a considerable number of families who are settled on the bank of Noa-Dihing river of Changlang district and Berang river of Lohit district has been badly affected by the floods and soil erosion from time to time and ultimately their lands have been washed away by these turbulent rivers. No embankment, no land, no resettlement nor any sort of relief were provided to these flood victims.The Government of Arunachal Pradesh having denied and blocked all other types of economic vocation for mere survival, one can imagine the deprivation that the Chakmas are subjected to in Arunachal Pradesh today.
Allotment of lands has also not been made to the families who become landless as a result of local raids, state organized arsons and atrocities meted out to these people.
In 1991, the Chakmas and Hajongs who numbered 66,000 started demanding Citizenship Rights. Starting from 1992, the State Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh became more hostile and started inciting sectarian violence against the Chakmas and Hajongs. Backed by the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh the All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (hereinafter called AAPSU) served a "Quit Aruanchal Pradesh" notice to the Chakmas to leave the State by 30th September 1994.  A large number of Chakmas fled from Arunachal Pradesh and took refuge in the neighboring State of Assam.
The Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh (hereinafter called CCRCAP) apprised the National Human Rights Commission of India (hereinafter called NHRC) about the deadline set by the AAPSU and threat to lives and properties of the Chakmas and Hajongs.  On 7th December 1994, the NHRC directed the State Government of Aruanchal Pradesh and Central Government to apprise of the steps taken to protect the Chakmas and Hajongs.  This was ignored till September 1995.  In the meantime, harassment, torture, intimidation, arrest and detention, economic blockade and embargoes continued unabated.
Health:       
The health facilities available to the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh are practically zero.  There are no hospitals and dispensaries in the Chakma areas.  Some instances there is not even Primary Health Centers in these villages for 900 families at Chakma village, Chowngkham, Lohit District; 600 families at Deban and M' Pen Area of Changlang District, 2000 families of Vijoypur and Dharmapur of Changlang District.
There is only one Primary Health Center at Diyun for 50,000 Chakmas and Hajongs in Changlang District.  That too is without basic facilities and sufficient staff.  As a result, people suffer and die of simple and curable diseases.  Dysentery, diarrhea, malaria, viral fever, elephanthesis, typhoid are the common diseases.  In 1994, an epidemic killed more than 300 people including children.   Every year large number of people dies due to lack of medical facilities.  Mortality rate among the Chakmas is very high. Government Health visitors or departmental representatives rarely visit the Chakma inhabited areas. Further, the nutritional status of the Chakma children is very pitiable.  Pregnant and lactating mothers too do not get sufficient nutrition, which is manifested on their health thus, affssecting their children too. 
In fact, all the Chakma villages live in an environment characterized by malnutrition, under nourishment, infection, poor shelter, dearth of safe drinking water and sanitation.
Education: 
The condition of the Chakmas and Hajongs in respect of education had been worse since 1980.Educational facilities were being denied to the Chakmas. The Chakma boys and girls did not have facilities for Hostel accommodation.  While seeking admission in the schools they were often harassed and assaulted.  No care and attention were being paid either by the school authorities or by the administration to see the needs and the Grievances   of the Chakmas students.   They were also not allowed to take part in any kind of literary activities, ga.0mes and sports.
Further schools in the Chakma inhabited areas were not provided sufficient numbers of teachers. Only one or two teachers were provided in each school.  Teacher student ratio was 1:300.  Drop out rate is 90 to 95% with children ending up unskilled labours, maidservants, thieves etc. breaking the peace and harmony of the society.  One may note that hardly 7% children reach 11 grades.  Their foundation is also very weak.  In 38 years the Chakmas have so far only
Education          		Male          	Female          	Total
Post Graduates          	12          	Nil          	12
Graduates          	80          	9          		89
Intermediate          	51          	17          	68
Matriculate         	 25          	21          	46

Comparision schools between Chakma inhabited areas and other locals of Arunachal Pradesh from 1980-1994, some examples
1.          Hardly 400 families Deori village in Changlang District has a well-equipped High School whereas 50,000 Chakmas and Hajongs do not deserve the same. 
2.           Hardly 150 families of Singpho Community has well-equipped Higher Secondary School at Innao, Changlang District whereas 800 Chakma families of Udaipur and Modoi villages do not have a single Primary School.
3.          Further, a Secondary School for hardly 150 families Singphos at Bat Camp in Changlang District whereas there is not a Primary school for 400 families at Golakpur and Milanpur Chakma Area.

The condition become worst in 1994, the Government of Arunachal Pradesh burnt; closed down Schools of the Chakma inhabited areas in 1994 vide Order No. CS/HME/94 dated 21/11/94. Teachers were withdrawn and transferred to other schools of the State.  Chakma Children were denied admission in others schools of Arunachal Pradesh outside Chakma Area. 
At Chakma Basti of Chowngkham, Lohit District, the only primary School serving 900 families was abrubtly closed down, and its teachers were transferred to other schools of the State.  Also the Chakma Students studying at Chowngkham Government schools and Namsai Government Higher Secondary School were arbitrarily expelled from these institutions.

In the District of Changlang , more violent means were employed in order to deprive the Chakmas and Hajongs of their right to education.  The Diyun Secondary School, a school constructed by the Chakmas themselves on a self-help basis, was burnt to ashes in Nov. 1994.
The Bijoypur Middle School too was constructed by the Chakmas through contributions and labour by the local community, was closed and locked up by the State authorities.
A glance on Condition of the schools in the Chakma areas since 1994:
On 12 and 28 October 1995, the CCRCAP approached the NHRC again for protection of lives and liberties of the Chakmas and Hajongs in view of the deadline and support extended to the AAPSU by the State Government. On October 29, 1995 the NHRC recorded a Prima facie conclusion that the officers of Arunachal Pradesh were acting in coordination with the AAPSU with a view to expel the Chakmas from the State of Arunachal Pradesh.  The NHRC, then headed by Justice Ranganath Mishra approached the Supreme Court to seek appropriate relief. 
On 9 Jan. 1996, the Supreme Court gave its judgment in the case of NHRC Vs State of Arunachal Pradesh, issuing the following orders:
1.          The first respondent, the State of Arunachal Pradesh, shall ensure that the life and personal liberty of each and every Chakma residing within the State shall be protected and any attempt to forcibly evict or drive them out of the State by organized groups, such as the AAPSU, shall be repelled, if necessary by requisitioning the service of Para-military or police force, and if additional forces are considered necessary to carry out this direction, the first respondent will request the second respondent, the Union of India, to provide such additional force, and the second respondent shall provide such additional force as is necessary to protect the lives and liberties of the Chakmas;
2.          except in accordance with law, the Chakmas shall not be evicted from their homes and shall not be denied domestic life and comfort therein;
3.          the quit notices and ultimatums issued by he AAPSU and any other group which tantamount to threats  to the life and liberty of each and every Chakma should be dealt with by  the first respondent in accordance with law;
4.          The application made for registration as citizen of India by Chakma or Chakmas u/s 5 of Act, shall be entered in the register maintained for the purpose and shall be forwarded by the Collector or the Deputy Commissioner who receives them under the relevant rule, with or without enquiry, as the case may be, to the Central Government for its consideration in accordance with law; even returned applications shall be called back or fresh ones shall be obtained from the concerned persons and shall be processed and forwarded to the Central Government for consideration.
5.          While the application of any individual Chakma is pending consideration, the first respondent shall not evict or remove the concern from his occupation on the ground that he is not a citizen of India until the competent authority has taken a decision in that behalf.
Non-Implementation of the above Judgement:
In spite of an unambiguous directions of the Supreme Court to the District Collectors to forward the Citizenship applications of the Chakams and Hajongs, none of them could apply for their Citizenship due to all pervading fear created by the State Govt. of Aruanchal Pradesh and AAPSU.
On 4th May 1997, 27 Chakmas went to submit the Citizenship applications to the Deputy Commissioner of Changlang District. However, the Deputy Commissioner of Changlang, Mr. Y.D. Tangchi refused to accept the applications.  Therefore, the Chakmas and Hajongs had to submit the applications directly to the Union Home Ministry.
 As a result, some of the Chakmas and Hajongs submitted applications directly to the Central           Government on 18th February 1998 and 19th June 1998 through CCRCAP.  4000 Citizenship applications have been submitted to the Ministry of Home Affairs.  And the Union Home Ministry forwarded these Citizenship applications to the District Collectors for necessary verification. 
It has been learnt that the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh about 200 Citizenship applications after necessary verifications.  Until today, not a single application has been processed by the Central Government.

Recommendation of the Rajya Sabha Committee:
The Rajya Sabha Committee on Petition in its 105th Report of 14th August 1997 also recommended the speedy grant of Citizenship to the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh.  The Rajya Sabha Committee on Petitons recommended the followings:
41. "The Committee feels that the spirit of the Indira-Mujib Accord as well as the Judgement of he Supreme Court in the matter may be made applicable to all the affected States for the solution of the Problem.  As per the Accord, all those Chakmas who came to India prior to 25.3.1971 are to be granted Indian Citizenship.
42. The Committee, therefore, recommends that the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh who came there prior to 25.3.1971 be granted Indian Citizenship.  The Committee also recommends that all the old applications of Chakmas for Citizenship which have either been rejected or withheld by Deputy Commissioners or the State Deputy Commissioners or the State Government may consider to incorporate necessary provision in the Rules (or the Act if so required) whereby it could directly receive, consider and decide the application for Citizenship in the case of Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh.  The Committee also recommends that Chakmas be also considered for granting them the Status of Scheduled Tribe at the time of granting Citizenship.

Formation of Sub-Committee:      
A Sub-Committee headed by Home Minister was formed in 1995 to resolve the Chakma issue.  The Home Ministry Team consisting of its officials visited Chakma area in Arunachal Pradesh in 1997.  It is learnt that the team has submitted its report with specific direction how to solve the issue but it too has not been yet published.
Delhi High Court on enrolment of Chakma and Hajong Citizens in the Electoral Rolls:       
In addition to the Chakmas and Hajongs who migrated in 1964, 
there are about 35,000 Chakmas and Hajongs who were born here after the migration of their parents in 1964.  They are Indian Citizens by birth under Section 3(i) (a) of Indian Citizenship Act, 1955 which states that "except as provided in Sub-section (2), every person born in India, - (a) on or after 26th day of January, 1950 but before the commencement of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 1986 is a citizen by birth.
The Central Government and the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh too recognized them as Citizens of India as per the Provisions of Citizenship Act 1955, every person born in India on or after 26 January 1950 and before 1 July 1987 as Citizens of India by birth and therefore eligible for electoral rolls.
However when the Chakmas and Hajongs who are Citizens by birth went to the Assistant Electoral Registration Officer of Diyun under Changlang District of Arunachal Pradesh, the Officer refused to accept their Form  6 Application for inclusion of name ion electoral rolls.
The Ministry of Home Affairs was apprised of the fact.  The Ministry of Home Affairs informed that the Election Commission has been requested to include all the Indian Citizens into the Electoral Rolls.  But the Election Commission took no action.  Hence, Peoples Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) and CCRCAP filed a writ Petition (CPR No 886 of 2000) before the Delhi High Court.  In its Judgement on 28 September 2000, the Delhi High Court ordered that all the eligible voters be registered in the Electoral Rolls.  However, this order, too, has been floated on various pretexts.  Till date, not a single Chakma Hajong who is citizen by birth has been included in the Electoral Rolls.  .    
Denial of Right to Nationality:
The failure to grant Indian Citizenship to the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh tantamount to the denial of Citizenships even after 38 years of their settlement is a violation of Article 15 (1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that provides " everyone has the right to a nationality".  India has also acceded to International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which create an obligation to abide by the Declaration in this area.  ICCPR declares that every child has the right to acquire a nationality" Further CRC, article 7 (1) reads: " The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality, and as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents".  It is clear that India has not fulfilled these obligations in the cases of Chakma and Hajong children born in Arunachal Pradesh since 1964.  They still cannot call this country as their own.  They are deprived of 
even the basic human rights.  They too are considered as refugees like their parents irrespective of the fact that they are born in India. 

An article by Gayatri Parameswaran for Radio Netherlands Worldwide:
Stateless People: Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh.
The Chakma people of Arunachal Pradesh, a state in northeast India, have been fighting for citizenship for over six decades. Having fled Bangladesh in the 1960s, they think it’s time India recognised them.
“I came to India when I was just ten years old. I have lived all my life here, but I still can’t vote. I am not a citizen of India,” says Vishwakarma Chakma, a 58-year-old villager in Diyun, Arunachal Pradesh. Vishwakarma and his family fled Chittagong in neighbouring Bangladesh in 1964 along with thousands of other families.
Fleeing Bangladesh
There were two main reasons for the Chakmas, an indigenous Chittagong hill tribe, to leave Bangladesh, then East Pakistan. “One was the Kaptai hydro-electric power project by East Pakistan, which ruined all the houses on the Chittagong hills. All our lands were submerged underwater, all our houses were devastated,” says Susheel Chakma*, an employee of a Chakma NGO in Diyun, the most densely Chakma-populated district in Arunachal Pradesh.
He adds, “And another reason was religious persecution. The Chakmas are Buddhists. And they were a minority in Muslim-dominated East Pakistan. There was a constant fear of religious tensions flaring up.”
Legitimate refugees
The Indian government, at that time led by Jawaharlal Nehru, offered the Chakmas a refuge in India. They crossed over the border legitimately, with the consent of the border security. “Everyone was given a paper while crossing over. That is the proof that they are legitimately residing in India,” Susheel says.
But the Chakmas in Arunachal haven't been given refugee status. Susheel also points out that since then many families have lost these vital papers: “They were uneducated tribal people crossing the border and didn’t know much about how things would turn out later on. So many of them haven’t managed to save the papers from the rains and fires etc.”
Horrid past
Vishwakarma remembers very little from the time he fled Bangladesh with his family. “I remember my parents telling me that we had lost everything. I have a few images in my head from our home that was under water,” he says.
When they first arrived in Arunachal Pradesh, Vishwakarma’s family had to start life from the scratch. “My father offered to till land in someone’s farm and that’s how we started living here,” he says. Like Vishwakarma’s family many Chakma people also settled in other northeastern parts of India including Tripura and Mizoram.
Tribal rivalry
The Chakmas in other states of India have been granted citizenship, but those in Arunachal have fallen behind due to tribal politics. The indigenous Singpho tribe in the state has dominated local politics since the first elections were held in the region.
“They know that if they give us voting rights, they won’t stay in power any longer, that’s why they won’t let us cast a vote,” says a Chakma villager, who doesn’t want to be named, fearing an ethnic backlash. He points out the numbers: “There are 50-60,000 Chakmas living in Arunachal Pradesh according to the latest census. Even one third of that number is enough to secure a majority.”
Tough life
The repression of the Chakmas has played out in struggles at various stages. Vishwakarma’s son Sanjay, 35, is agitated about his lack of job opportunities. “They wouldn’t take me in a government job. There is no hope. It’s sheer discrimination. Some of my friends who have attempted to do things outside the Chakma community have faced serious threats to their lives,” Sanjay says.
Tribal clashes between the Chakmas and Singphos were common until very recently. A Chakma youth, who wishes to stay anonymous, describes how he didn’t go to the school in his neighbourhood because it was Singpho-dominated. “If I went and sat in the classroom there, I was scared I would get beaten up or harassed,” he says.
Negotiations
The Chakmas have taken their concerns to the Indian government on many occasions. On all previous counts, they have been offered consolation that they would soon be handed citizenship. But that hasn’t been the case yet.
Bimal Kanthi Chakma, a leader of the Chakma Committee for Citizenship, is still hopeful. “We have had recent negotiations with the government and we have again requested them to pay attention to our case. They have asked us for time. In two months, we should hopefully have a decision that will favour us,” he says.
Next generation
Until then, little will change for the Chakmas. Sanjay’s wife delivered a baby boy eight months ago. But Sanjay still hasn’t been able to register his son's birth.
“The Chakmas have a tough time acquiring a birth certificate. Officially, they are offered certificates, but the reality on the ground is different. I went there several times and they kept asking me to return another time. I gave up after trying for a few months. How long can I keep begging?” he asks.
Sanjay’s son would be the third generation of their family to have been born in India, but whether he will be recognised by the government, is still in unclear.


Chakmas denounce misinformation campaign by a section of the AAPSU for political gains
Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh 
Office: Ashok Buddha Vihar, Old Power House Road, Rajghat, New Delhi-110002
Phone: +91-11-23253462
20 June 2003
Press Release (Source: The Kangla Online-http://classic.kanglaonline.com/index.php?template=ashow&id=4&Idoc_Session=b225ef4feb4356af0dd0f79dbc05eaa8)
Chakmas denounce misinformation campaign by a section of the AAPSU for political gains
New Delhi: The Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh (CCRCAP) today regretted disinformation campaign led by a section of the Core Committee of the political parties and a section of socalled NGOs of Arunachal Pradesh against the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh. “The number of the Chakmas and Hajongs is less than 65,000 and socalled unofficial figure of above one lakh as stated by AAPSU is nothing but an attempt to create xenophobia in Arunachal Pradesh.” - stated Mr Subimal Bikash Chakma, President of the CCRCAP. 

In its attempts to create xenophobia against the Chakmas and Hajongs, All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union has called a meeting at Miao on 27 June 2003 to oppose the Election Commission of India’s notification for 31 March 2003 for enrollment of the Chakmas and Hajongs into the electoral rolls pursuant to the Delhi High Court judgement of 2000. “This is nothing but a well considered decision of the AAPSU to put the lives and liberties of the Chakmas and Hajongs at risk in violation of the Supreme Court order of 1996, to undermine the rule of law restored by Delhi High Court in 2000 for genuine citizens of India amongst the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh and create obstacles to the Election Commission of India’s attempt to ensure fairness for enrollment of the genuine citizens into the electoral rolls” - stated Mr Chakma. 

“Fortunately, the AAPSU bandhs and meetings had no effects amongst the local tribals neigbouring the Chakma and Hajong inhabited areas. These local tribal community leaders have been supporting the citizenship rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh and have already written to Home Minister L K Advani to grant the citizenship rights to the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh”- stated Chakma. 

“The AAPSU’s socalled threat to extinction is fictitious as the decadal growth rate of Chakmas is 25% against 36% for population of Arunachal State according to the Ministry of Home Affairs. The AAPSU has been mis-using the indigenous peoples term to garner support from other local communities who have been supportive of the Chakmas and Hajongs. The Chakmas and Hajongs are recognized as “tribals”/“indigenous peoples” all over India and their migration to Aurnachal Pradesh does not “de-tribalise” them. The AAPSU leaders should read the definition of “indigenous peoples” including the International Labour Organisation’s Convention No. 107 and 169 on indigenous and tribal peoples”, stated, Mr Subimal Bikash Chakma, President of the CCRCAP. 

The Chakma and Hajong students continue to be denied educational facilities after the State government closed down some schools in 1994. “It is unfortunate that a few AAPSU leaders instead of demanding restoration of these school facilities for the fellow tribal Chakma and Hajong students have been questioning the rule of law on the Chakma and Hajong issue for their personal political gains” - stated Mr Chakma.

The Chakma and Hajong Question in Arunachal Pradesh by Deepak K. Singh, Punjab University (Writer of the book Stateless in South Asia-The Chakmas between Bangladesh and India)
The current question of the Chakma and Hajong refugees in Arunachal Pradesh is rooted in the conflicts which emerged between the reactionary ruling blocs of India and Pakistan and, subsequently, Bangladesh, which engendered the expulsion of the Chakma and Hajong peoples from their traditional homelands. The Indian government violated the legal provisions which prohibit people from outside Arunachal Pradesh from even entering the state. Moreover it rode roughshod over the wishes of the indigenous tribal peoples of the state who at no time were consulted in the matter of the settlement of the refugees. A democratic solution to the problem has to be sought which satisfies the people of Arunachal Pradesh and which takes into full consideration the humanitarian requirements of the Chakma and Hajong peoples.
The question of the deportation of the Chakmas and Hajongs, the Buddhist and Hindu refugees from the erstwhile East Pakistan, from the State has continued to occupy the centre-stage of Arunachal Pradesh politics for quite some time now. The "Refugee Go-Back" movement originally launched by the All-Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (AAPSU), which has consistently held the view that the refugees are 'foreigners' and Arunachal cannot be made the 'dumping ground', gained momentum in the wake of the 'People's Referendum Rally' held on September 20, 1995 at Naharlagun, Itanagar. It was at this rally that AAPSU and the leaders of all existing political parties in the State including the ruling Congress (I) under Gegong Apang, the Chief Minister of the State since 1979 had set December 31 as the deadline for the centre to evict the refugees from the State. Also the leaders of all existing political parties present at the rally had vowed to resign from the primary membership of their respective parties and form a 'Common Organization of Indigenous People' if their demand was not met by the Central Government before the expiry of the deadline.
What has, however, happened in the post-deadline phase of the movement was only expected. The central Government did intervene at the eleventh hour by announcing the formation of a 'high-level committee' to look into the matter. Acting on a petition filed by the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the Supreme Court in its recent verdict of January 9, 1996 has ruled out any forcible eviction of the refugees by directing the State Government to seek all possible help from the Central Government to protect the lives of the refugees residing in the State. In opposition to the pronouncement of this verdict by the Supreme Court, a 15-member core committee comprising largely of members from the Apang Ministry and some other important leaders from the opposition parties has been set up to look into the question of deportation of the refugees from the State. Expressing its resentment over the verdict, AAPSU has further hardened its stance on the refugees issue by declaring that they are not bound by the verdict. Protesting against the verdict, AAPSU gave a 10-hour bandh call on Republic Day making its celebration only symbolic in nature.
The existing situation in the State over the refugee issue throws open a series of questions to any casual observer. Does the continuing presence of the refugees in the state really pose that big a threat that it deserves the adoption of such extreme positions as taken by all important political and non-political forces alike at the rally held in September? Who is to be blamed for their continuing presence in the State, anyway? Would it be fair to blame it on to the refugees for where there are today, for it was certainly not they themselves who opted to stay in Arunachal Pradesh? Or, can they simply be blamed for not having a home and seeking refuge in India? After all, what was it that made them seek shelter in India? Moreover, what was it that brought them, of all the places in the country, to the state of Arunachal Pradesh?
The Buddhist Chakmas and Hindu Hajongs, the innocent victims of partition, originally belonged to the Chittagong Hill Tracts and Maimensingh districts respectively, a part of erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). Pakistan's policy of persistent religious persecution of these Buddhist tribes and the displacement caused by the Kaptai Hydel Power Project forced them to migrate and take refuge in India in 1964.
But what was it that made these refugees finally settle down in Arunachal Pradesh which has been enjoying a 'Special Protected Area' status since the pre-independence period under the provisions of the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873? According to this regulation even Indian citizens of other states cannot stay in Arunachal Pradesh permanently. In other words, any Indian citizen from states other than Arunachal Pradesh, as per the rules of the regulation, cannot own any piece of land or develop any permanent stake in the State. Interestingly, following an order issued by the Governor-General in 1876 even the British subjects were prohibited from going beyond the inner-line without a pass under the hand and seal of an authorised political officer. This protectionist policy has been continuing uninterruptedly since then with the objective of safeguarding the indigenous culture and identity of the Arunachalees from the onslaught of external influences. It is, therefore, only natural for the Arunachalees to demand an explanation for the arrival and continuing presence of the refugees in the state despite all these protectionist measures adopted by the Government of India.
Initially, only about 57 families of Chakmas and Hajongs were given shelter in government camps at Ledo in Dibrugarh, Assam in 1964. Thereafter, they were settled in Abhaypur Block of Diyun circle of the erstwhile Tirap District of Arunachal Pradesh purely on temporary and humanitarian grounds by the then North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) administration which was directly under the control of the Central Government. This idea of temporary settlement of the refugees in this region was basically a result of an understanding in 1964 between the then Governor of Assam, Vishnu Sahay and the then Chief Minister of Assam, B.P. Chaliha. Vishnu Sahay felt that the continuing presence of the Chakmas in the Mizo district might lead to Mizo-Chakma conflict and so he suggested to the then Chief Minister that they be settled temporarily in Tirap division of NEFA which was thinly populated at that time. It is this element of temporariness of their settlement in the state which has now become a bone of contention between the people who are leading the movement and the Central Government.
At present the Chakmas and Hajongs are settled in Chowkham in Lohit district; Miao, Bordumsa and Diyun in Changlang district, and Balijan and Kokila in Papum Pare district of Arunachal Pradesh.
The indigenous people of the state perceive a danger to their identity and culture being posed by an ever-increasing concentration of the Chakmas and Hajongs in the state. According to AAPSU, the population of the refugees has swollen to approximately 60,000 as against the 57 families originally settled in 1966 in Diyun. It may not be fair to blame it on the indigenous people for their increasing assertiveness on the issue of eviction of the refugees from the state for they fear that rapid demographic changes in the three districts since 1951 may soon see them being outnumbered with all its concomitant social, economic and political consequences. For example, according to the figures given in the 1991 census, the indigenous tribal population of the two districts of Lohit and Changlang where the Chakmas and Hajongs are residing, is only 74,000 out of the total population of 202,523 (which includes other Indian citizens also) in these two districts. The total population of the state according to the 1991 census is 858,392.
The issue of granting citizenship to the refugees has also figured prominently in all debates and is being considered seriously by the Central Government. S.B. Chavan's repeated remarks in this respect has met with strong opposition from all quarters in the State. AAPSU has strongly condemned Chavan's insistence on granting citizenship to the refugees and believes that it is an attempt to woo the potential voters at the cost of annoying the indigenous people of the State. Could the grant of citizenship end the helplessness of the refugees? Maybe not as the real issue facing the leaders of the movement is not whether the refugees be granted citizenship or not but that they must be resettled outside the state. The State Government is quite determined that even if the settlers were to be granted citizenship they would have to leave the State.
Though the Chakmas and Hajongs have continued to stay on in the state they have suffered immensely for no fault of theirs as they themselves did not volunteer to come to Arunachal Pradesh but were instead brought here as a matter of policy decision. The withdrawal of basic amenities like employment opportunities, termination of trade licence and confiscation of ration cards have made it quite difficult for the refugees to survive. Faced with frequent quit notices issued by AAPSU and the Centre's insincerity in finding out a long term solution, the refugees find themselves in the midst of uncertainty.
ORIGIN:
 The Chakma tribal community forms part of the great Tibeto-Burman language family. Regrettably, there is no authentic record of the origin of the Chakmas.
 PARTITION OF INDIA: INJUSTICE DONE TO THE CHAKMAS
 During Partition (August 1947), India was divided on the religious line. Muslim-majority areas went to form Pakistan. Surprisingly, Chakma-dominated Chittagong Hill Tracts of present day Bangladesh formed part of Pakistan even though Muslims were only meager 2 %. The Partition axed the Chakma life. It was the doom day.
 The Chakmas have been patriots. They fought against the British, and did not allow the conquerors to conquer them. Following the Partition, they were celebrating the Independence Day on 15 August 1947 by unfurling the Indian tricolour in Rangamati, the main town of CHT. It was pity that they did not even know they were already Pakistanis, much against their own will. The Pakistani troops pull down the Indian flag.
 The Chakmas could not give a united stand against the injustice done. Indian government remained mum. It did not recognize the Chakmas’ contributions and sacrifices during the freedom movement. It did not respect the Chakmas’ aspirations and dreams. The Indian leaders forsook the innocent, peace-loving Chakmas to the wolves.  
 PERSECUTION UNDER PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH RULE
 Given the communal division between India and Pakistan, that the Buddhist Chakmas would be persecuted in Muslim Pakistan was a foregone conclusion. Chakmas were brutally killed, tortured, attacked and their women folk raped under the Pakistan rule. In 1964, the Kaptai Dam reservoir was built that submerged around 44% of the CHT’s agricultural lands and made tens of thousand Chakmas homeless and foodless. Those displaced were neither rehabilitated nor compensated nor treated well. Thousands became IDPs and refugees.
 In 1971, Bangladesh was liberated with India’s help. But that did not bring any change in the policy of the Muslim government towards the Chakmas. With active participation of the Bangladesh military, the Chakmas were attacked, massacred, kidnapped, and raped and their houses burned. There was no reprieve. Life was no longer livable. Hundreds fled from their homes to escape from attempts at their lives.  
 FROM RULERS TO REFUGEES
 The Rulers have turned into Refugees, courtesy the brutal policies of the successive governments of Pakistan and Bangladesh. In 1964, around 30,000 indigenous Chakmas displaced by the Kaptai Hydro-Electric dam in CHT of then East Pakistan migrated to India. They were given settlement by the government of India in the North Eastern Frontier Agency (NEFA), the present Arunachal Pradesh, after consultation with the local tribal chiefs. While being shifted to the NEFA, Government of India issued valid migration certificates to the migrants and assured them of citizenship rights in due course.
 “They came in a hopeless, pathetic condition, just with the clothes that they wore” recalls one senior Mizoram official, who was part of the Assam government team that received the Chakma in the Cachar and Lushai hills.

 PRESENT CRISIS

 ARUNACHAL PRADESH, NORTH-EAST INDIA:
 There are presently about 65,000 Chakmas in Arunachal Pradesh. All Arunachal Pradesh Students’ Union has been leading a hate-campaign against the Chakmas and inciting the otherwise sympathetic local population to drive the Chakmas away from the state. Political parties exploit the Chakma issue for electoral gains. They have been denied basic rights, including ration, education, employment and the right to live and peaceful life with dignity.
 The Chakmas under the able leadership of Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh (CCRCAP) have been fighting for rights, and achieved some success. But it is a tough task fighting the racist state structure.
 On 9 January 1996, Supreme Court of India directed, inter alia, that the life and personal liberty of each and every Chakma residing within the State shall be protected and that, except in accordance with law the Chakmas shall not be evicted from their homes. (Access SC’s judgment here http://www.aitpn.org/StatelessIPs/SCjudgement.pdf) National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India had moved the Supreme Court.
 The Delhi High Court in its judgment of 28 September 2000 (CPR no. 886 of 2000) directed the authorities to enroll all eligible Chakma and Hajong voters into the electoral rolls. (Read the judgment here: http://www.aitpn.org/StatelessIPs/DelhiHCjudgement.pdf)
 But the State Government and its agencies including the State Election Commission have been bias and discriminatory towards the Chakmas. The question is “how long”?
 MIZORAM, NORTH-EAST INDIA:
 There are about 100,000 Chakmas in Mizoram. They gained the Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC) in 1972, which is still resented by the Mizo political leaders. But the District Council covers only one-third of the Chakma population in the state. The Chakmas living outside the District Council (including Sajek Valley area) are subject to regular harassment and discrimination by the State government in various forms.
 Life is no less painful in Sajek area of Mizoram. The Chakmas have been living in acute poverty and without access to basic healthcare, education and infrastructure such as roads, electricity connectivity.   
 Most Chakma household is engaged in traditional Jhum cultivation. As forest cover is diminished and production scanty, another name for life has become “struggle for survival”. Due to hate-campaign being carried out by powerful non-state actors such Young Mizo Association, rights of the Chakma people are under threat. Hundreds have already been deleted from voters list arbitrarily. 
 SITUATION OF CHAKMAS IN BANGLADESH
 The Chakmas have been reduced to minority in their own homeland due to illegal implantation of thousands of plains settlers i.e. Muslims. Although a peace accord was signed between the Chakma rebels and the Government of Bangladesh in 1997, peace and development have been elusive in the Chittagong hills. Besides persecution by the Bangladesh government, the Chakmas themselves are divided into two main groups and killing each other.
................................................................................................................................................
It’s very heartening to see that the local people of Diyun- Bordumasa are awakening to the fact that the infrastructure condition in the area is pathetic. Especially to see public leaders like Lajala Singpho, ZPM RC Deori and Anchal chairperson TNN Innao. 
http://www.sentinelassam.com/arunachal/story.php?sec=2&subsec=7&id=78305&dtP=2011-06-15&ppr=1
Yes it is a fact that the closing of ropeway (maintain by Oil India Ltd) is causing a lot of hardship to the people around the area. But they have to be aware to the fact that a company cannot build roads and bridges and maintain them. OIL will maintain it till they think it’s viable and profitable for them. When it is no longer useful for them they will just leave it. 
So they cannot blame OIL . Anyway there are hardly 100 staffs station at Manabhum, so there is no point maintaining a ropeway for them since the operational cost is quite high. 
I also found it very ironic that the public leaders are critical of OIL. “Innao-Pisi (Ropeway) road under Public Work Department that has a span of 21 kms has never been maintained ever since it was constructed decades ago. It is one of the busiest roads in Changlang district that is being used by OIL. That is perhaps the reason why PWD cares least about its maintenance, the leaders felt and unanimously demanded immediate transfer of the road in question to OIL Company for regular maintenance and safety. “
But is the conditions of other portion of Diyun- Namsai roads much better? I think it’s more pathetic. If they think that PWD does not maintain the road properly, why does not they complain to the higher authorities against the Junior Engineer (Civil) station at Diyun ? Where are the money sanction for the maintenance of the road going? Are they all getting a portion of the spoils ? Why did they keep quiet for such a long time ?
Non-inclusion of some Chakma villages in Census list in Arunachal Pradesh
While surfing through the net another incidence of high handedness of a govt. official of Arunachal Pradesh has came to light. This time it is the Extra-Assistant Commissioner (EAC) of Diyun Circle who is also the Census Charge Officer (CCO), who is acting against the guidelines issued by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India.
The incident was reported by Merinews. Here is the full news:
Chakma tribals of three Arunachal villages out of Census 2010
AS THE country debates the inclusion of caste in the Census India 2011, about 450 families comprising of 2000 people belonging to the tribal Chakma community from three villages under Diyun Circle in Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh are likely to be left out from the ongoing first phase of House-listing and Housing Census for Census India 2011.
The three Chakma inhabitated villages in question are Modakha Nala, Sukha Nala and Shillongpahar under Diyun Circle in Changlang district of the state. These villages are reportedly not covered in the ongoing census work following a direction from the Extra-Assistant Commissioner (EAC) of Diyun Circle who is also the Census Charge Officer (CCO).
The Census Charge Officer of Diyun Circle has directed the supervisors and enumerators not to cover the three villages of Modakha Nala, Sukha Nala and Shillongpahar in the ongoing census.
The said direction of the CCO has come to light after the residents of Shillongpahar approached the CCO on May 9, 2010 as no enumerator visited their village for data collection. The villagers submitted a written complaint to the CCO for inclusion in the ongoing census. Instead of hearing their grievances the CCO informed the villagers that they will not be included in the ongoing census work. Interestingly, the same direction was written by hand on the complaint by the CCO. The CCO’s direction on the complaint which is available with this writer read as under:
"Under no circumstances people residing in RF/ARF area shall be included in the ongoing Census work. Enumerators have already been briefed about the matter”.
The villagers informed this writer that they have been residing in these three villages since 1966. They further stated that their villages had previously been covered for the House-to-House Child Census under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), the Government of India’s flagship programme for achievement of Universalization of Elementary Education (Order No.ED.SSA/DEV-1/2006-07 dated 6.12.2006, C.R.C. Coordinator, Diyun Circle) and the Deputy Commissioner-cum-Chairperson, District Health Society, Changlang district appointed Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) under the National Rural Health Mission, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (Order No.CMD/RCH/ASHA/07/-08/29/2 dated 10.9.2007) from these villages.
The direction of the CCO is not in line with the guidelines issued by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India. In its Circular vide No. 9/31/2010-CD(CEN) dated March 3, 2010 (CENSUS OF INDIA 2011 – CIRCULAR No. 16), the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India directed all the census officials in the country to prepare a comprehensive list of villages, towns and sub-districts which should include inhabited as well as uninhabited villages as well as forest settlements, unauthorized colonies, etc. Further, the circular directs the Principal Census Officer to ensure that all habitations have been included without any omission.
The Census in the country is carried out under the provision of the Census Act and Census Rules and the amendments thereafter. The duties of the Census Officers have been identified under Rule 5 of the Census Rules 1990 of the Census Act 1948. There are penalties for failure to carry out the duties under the provisions of the Census Act under the Section 11.
The duties assigned to the Census Charge Officer, among others, include to “ensure full coverage, accuracy and timelines in taking census. ”
The Chakmas, who are already very poor, of these three villages are worried that if they are not included in the ongoing census they will be further deprive of accessing benefits under various welfare and development projects of the government. Any omission in population can be rectified only after 10 years and hence it is important to net the entire population without any omission.
The first phase of House-listing and Housing Census for Census of India 2011 which started on April 15, 2010 in Arunachal Pradesh ends on May 31, 2010. The Census of India 2011 is very important as for the first time National Population Register (NPR) will be prepared. Based on the NPR data, a Unique Identity (UID) Number will be issued to each citizen which will be useful for accessing benefits under various welfare and development projects of the government.

The M-Pen issue (Again)
The issues that is burning in the local politics in Arunachal Pradesh is the land row between the Chakmas and the Singphos residing in and around M-Pen. The problem does not seem to be as big as it was made into if precautionary measures had been taken from both the parties. It could be resolved through dialogue involving the concern parties.
The reason for making it into a big issue is that it involved the Chakma community.
We have been reading all the bias report from some of the Arunachalee dailies. But did they bother to hear the opinion of the Chakmas residing in M-Pen? No , because they are landless and refugees ? They took only the opinion of some Singpho leaders , and other students bodies.
How many time a Arunachalee daily reported about the plight of Chakmas, who are leading a miserable life without the facilities of proper education, health care, job, etc? How many times did they report the atrocities meted out to the Chakmas ?
Now the Singpho leaders are claiming that they possess Land Possession Certificate (LPC) .Where was those LPC before 2 years. Just because they have the political and the bureaucracy backing they can get LPC anytime. Which is not the case with the Chakmas .
There are many question to be ask. The whole issues is taking advantage of the administrative power and make the poor, de-enfranchise people to the brinks of landless.
The main occupation of the Chakmas is the agriculture. If they are left landless , how will they feed themselves ? Nobody can deny the fact that Chakmas are feeding all the people in Diyun and Miao circle with their agricultural products. How many local people of Singpho and Khamti work in their agricultural fields? You can count in your fingers. They all give their agricultural land to the Chakmas for share-cropping.
So, in order to get to the conclusion it is very important to listen to the both side of the story. Here we are listening the version of only one side. While the other side the powerless and without any voice.
Rigging and Booth- Capturing In Arunachal Pradesh
It is very very surprising to wake up early and reading such ridiculous articles about my state. I always thought that people in my state will never do such thing whether they win or loose. But the power hungry politicians in the state can do anything now to win the election. 
“In the days of yore, when rigging and booth-capturing were the order of the day in Bihar, it was not unusual for polling centres to register a voter turnout of 90% and above”
I think the politician in the state are taking lessons  from their counterparts in Bihar…. It is so ridiculous to   see a turnout of more than 100% in the state where the overall voters turnout all over the country is struggling to cross 50% mark.
We have put Bihar to shame..
Look at the figures below:
Figures released by the office of the Tawang district election officer suggest that the voter turnout in the Luguthang Primary School polling station 108.11%. Other booths in the assembly segment had a similar tale. It was 104.48% in Gyamdomg Medium School, 104.38% in Mirba community hall, 102.70% in Thingbu Medium School, 101.72% in the Kharjung Primary School, 101.56% in the Bomja Primary School polling centre and 100.55% in the Lhou Secondary School. 
Palin recorded -battering turnout. The Korayar polling station, for instance, recorded a 154.08% turnout. It was 136.86% in Kembing, 127.14% in Riaga, 21.13% in Resteriang and 120.40% in Korayar. 
Is our state going the Bihar's way? 
If the situation goes in this direction, then just think 20 years ahead ,what will be our situation? There will be daylight robbery, kidnapping , abduction and so on. The symptoms of which are slowly showing up. Think about it.
INC (Indian National Congress, a political party lead by Mrs. Sonia Gandhi in the national level) candidate strive for solution to Chakmas- Hajongs problem.
So finally, the INC candidate, Mr. Takam Sanjoy decided to include the Chakma and Hajongs problem in its election manifesto. Which as usual  erupt every time an election is near its corner. But this time they are singing a  different tunes. Which is very commendable.  The  best solution can be reached only through dialogue instead of direct confrontation.
I personally feel that the Chakmas wants to solve the problem through dialogue involving all the concern parties. Solution which is acceptable to all the parties. The AAPSU, the main agitation party, should understand that a solution can only be reach by peaceful means.  They should come to the negotiation table.
During every election whether the Lok Sabha , State assemblies or AAPSU election in the state the candidates use this issue as its main agenda to garner votes .Only using the issue for gaining votes during election and forgetting it afterwards only will add to their woes. In this way both the public as well as the victim will get frustrated thus eroding their faith on them.
Also it is important to know what the BJP says about it since its candidate Kiren Rijiju and Tapir Gao still didn’t mince a word about the issue. We want to hear your opinion Mr. Rajiju ?
During every election time, great words are being said by the candidate that when they are voted to power they will solve the Chakma and Hajongs  issue. How many of them really want to solve the problem for all?
Mr. Sanjoy  promised to strive to solve the Chakma-Hajong issue if elected. “The Chakma and Hajong issue has been put on the backburner. But I will work earnestly to find a solution to the imbroglio by initiating a dialogue among the Centre, state government, Chakma leaders and the representatives of the All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union,” he added.
Mr. Sanjoy , we  don’t want you to only  “STRIVE TO SOLVE ”  but to "SOLVE" it.
Denial of Voting Rights to the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh
As the time for 15th Lok Sabha election is nearing, everybody in the country is gearing for the elections. This time the mood is different from the previous elections. The situation has changed after the Mumbai attack. Now even the corporate sectors is encouraging its employees to exercise their voting rights, helping them to get their name enrolled in the voters list. 
But far away for the attention of the mainstream nation news lies the plight of two communities, Chakmas and Hajongs, who are struggling for gaining citizenship's and voting rights. Their lives is torment between the questions of Indian or refugee. Their faith is slowly eroding from the Indian justice system. The Election Commission Of India which claim to be a fair and independent body has not even able to enforce its order on the Arunachal Pradesh Election Commission ,which in a way work for the state government and changes colour at the whims of them. As the saying goes justice delayed is justice denied. The are struggling from the last 48 years to lead a life of a responsible and proud citizen of India. How long will justice elude these communities? 
The following is a report by Asian Centre for Human Rights, a leading NGO based in Delhi:
http://www.achrweb.org/countries/india.htm
III. Denial of voting rights to the Chakmas and Hajongs
In June 2007, the State government of Arunachal Pradesh headed by Chief Minister Dorjee Khandu formed a high powered committee to find out an amicable solution to the Chakma-Hajong issue. The high powered committee headed by Speaker of the Arunachal Pradesh legislative Assembly, Setong Sena and includes, among others, all four members of legislative Assembly of the Chakma-Hajong inhabited Assembly Constituencies as members. Both the All Arunachal Pradesh Students' Union (AAPSU) and the Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh (CCRCHAP) welcomed the establishment of the Committee.
At the same time, over 12,000 Chakma and Hajong eligible voters continued to be denied enrollment into electoral rolls. Electoral activities in the four Chakma-Hajong inhabited Assembly Constituencies of 14-Doimukh, 46-Chowkham, 49-Bordumsa-Diyun and 50- miao remained suspended as a result of complaints of bias on the part of the local electoral officials.On 6 September 2007, the Election Commission of India revoked the suspension and ordered the conduct of Special Summary 
Revision of electoral rolls. The Election Commission issued specific guidelines as to how to conduct the revision of electoral rolls in the Chakma and Hajong areas. As earlier, the local electoral officials who are also employees of the State government of Arunachal Pradesh did not comply with the guidelines and instead they imposed their own directions to ensure that even the 1,497 previously enrolled voters were deleted. As many as 36 out of 326 enrolled voters were deleted from 14-Chowkham Assembly Constituency even before beginning of the Special Summary Revision 2007. In 49-Bordumsa-Diyun and 50-Miao Assembly Constituencies several Chakma villages were not even officially informed about the revision process and were informed only after the Election Commission of India issued specific instructions following complaints from the Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas of Arunachal Pradesh. The Chakma and Hajong claimants were subjected to harassment, humiliation and were openly discriminated by electoral officers led by the Deputy Commissioner of Changlang district Hage Batt, who has been designated as Electoral Registration Officer of 49- Bordumsa-Diyun and 50-miao Assembly Constituencies. Instead of conducting the hearing of claims and objections at Diyun, Mr Batt sat at Bordumsa, which is 60 kilometers away from Diyun. As there were no means of transportation between Bordumsa and Diyun, none out of 7,311 Chakma and Hajong claimants from Diyun Circle could appear for hearing. The hearings were re-held at Diyun only after the Election Commission intervened on complaints from the Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh (CCRCHAP).
Taking cognizance of these violations of its guidelines by the local electoral officials, the Election Commission of India deputed two teams to the four Chakma-Hajong inhabited Assembly Constituencies. But justice continues to elude the Chakma and Hajong citizens as the Election Commission has again failed them. In February 2008, the Election Commission ordered the publication of final rolls in three of the four Assembly Constituencies (14-Doimukh, 46-Chowkham, and 50-miao). 49-Bordumsa-Diyun remained in abeyance until further orders. Out of about one thousand eligible voters, the names of only 201 claimants were included in the electoral rolls in 14-Doimukh while in 46-Chowkham, out of more than 1400 new claimants the names of only 14 were enrolled and names of 44 previously enrolled voters deleted. Similarly in 50-miao, only 1 out of about 4500 new claimants was included in the electoral roll.The Election Commission of India assured the CCRCHAP that it would send 2 more teams to Itanagar to examine claimants’ documentation from 49-Bordumsa-Diyun. At the end of the year, the Election Commission of India had failed to enforce its guidelines.
For verifying the claim please check:
http://ceoarunachal.nic.in
Where is The Solution?
It’s been almost 10 months since Prime Minister visited Arunachal Pradesh . On his visit he promised many development packages for the state. The most important amongst it was the Rs. 55,00 crores 1,840-km trans-Arunachal Pradesh highway that will stretch from Tawang to Mahadevpur. Once this highway will be built it will be a big respite and a boom for the people of the state. Till now the movement of citizens from one part of the state to another part depends on the moods of Assam. I would say if moods because you never know when there will be bandh in Assam. It like that Assam is always under mood swings.
Another important decision for the development of the state was to put the the state in the rail map. 
But can Arunachal Pradesh be really a peaceful and achieve what it want to in terms of education, infrastructure, health care, etc without including the Chakmas and Hajongs. That is a big questions? Can a state take stride towards development leaving a section of its citizen behind ? I don't think so.
The state government should accept the Chakmas and Hajongs as its citizen. Their problem is more of a political problem. The leaders in the state lacks visions to solve the problem . There is no leader to take bold steps leaving behind the communal feeling and taking into consideration the reality.
The Chakma- Hajong problem must be solve as soon as possible before it is too late and get complicated. All the concern parties should be taken into consideration.
In 2007, when former Ex- Chief Minister Dorjee Khandu came to power he constituted a high- power committee headed by Assembly Speaker Setong Sena and MLAs from Chakma inhabitant areas. It was welcome by both the AAPSU (All Arunachal Pradesh Student Union), the major party spearheading the anti-Chakma agitation, and CCRCAP(Committee for Citizenship Rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh ). The AAPSU welcome the decision thinking that at last the politicians woke up to their call to drive the Chakmas out of the state while the CCRCAP welcome thinking otherwise. The CCRCAP thought that finally the politicians will take the call to solve the problem. Now both the parties are unsatisfied since the committee didn't take any decision till date. If the committee cannot reach a decision even after one and a half year then what is the point of forming a committee ? It shows the lack of apathy of the state politicos. 
Again during the prime minister's visit to the state in February 2008, the Chief Minister requested the PM to form a high- power committee to solve the problem. What happen to the previous high power committee that was constituted in June 2007? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When will the state politicians and the AAPSU will wake up and try to solve the problem once and for all for the betterment of Arunachal Pradesh.






image4.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




